APPENDIX
the interests and dignity of our nation. And we do
not intend to shirk this collaboration. But in every
single case we must have full knowledge of the motives
and aims of the proposed treaty or activity and know
whether these motives and aims are not incompatible
with the Polish raison d'&tat. We have not signed many
political treaties, but those we have signed we mean
to keep, and expect each of our co-signatories to do
likewise.
Polish public opinion has for some time past been
alarmed by the treatment of Poles in our neighbour
country, Czechoslovakia. The matter is indeed very
painful, and it is easy to understand that our public
opinion cannot remain indifferent to the chicanery to
which Poles outside Polish territory are subjected; and
the Government will also have to reckon with this
factor.
There has been an exchange of diplomatic corres-
pondence on the subject with Prague, under the existing
treaties, which empower us to have a say in the matter.
In this correspondence, and also during conversations
which I had at Geneva several years ago with the
Chechoslovakian Foreign Minister at the time, I expressed
the conviction that the state of feelings between our
two countries must be primarily determined by the
actual treatment of Poles in Czechoslovakia. All
artificial procedure and diplomatic side-stepping are
here of no avail. On the other hand, however, any
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